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Social “justice” is a postmodern, 
Marxist, fascist, GLOBALIST, 
vegetarian, PRO-BIOTIC conspiracy





“The enemy is now and has always been the four threats of white 
supremacy, patriarchy, capitalism, and militarism. These 
forces and not Islam create terrorism. These forces, and not queerness, 
create homophobia. These forces unleash destruction primarily on those 
who are Trans, and queer, and brown and Black, and we are the first to 
experience its’ violence. These forces create the conditions for our 
dehumanization and our death, and we will hold them to account, no 
matter whose face they may wear.”



…This paper thus proposes a feminist 
glaciology framework with four key 
components: 1) knowledge producers; (2) 
gendered science and knowledge; (3) systems 
of scientific domination; and (4) alternative 
representations of glaciers. Merging feminist 
postcolonial science studies and feminist 
political ecology, the feminist glaciology 
framework generates robust analysis of 
gender, power, and epistemologies in 
dynamic social-ecological systems, thereby 
leading to more just and equitable science 
and human-ice interactions.
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Critical theory and Karl Marx

“Alone among these thinkers [i.e., 
Horkheimer, Bourdieu, Foucault, 
etc.], Karl Marx invites consensus as a 
‘true’ critical theorist. Indeed, for 
many, he alone inaugurates the critical 
tradition” (Levinson et al, Beyond 
Critique, p. 25-26)
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Critical theory and the Frankfurt 
School

1850 1900 1950 2000

“Critical theory was conceived within 
the crucible of Marxism” “The 
Frankfurt School not only contested 
establishmentarianism view of history, 
but projected a radical alternative. 
European radicals applied its ideas to 
reconfiguring the family, sexuality, and 
education.” – Bronner, Critical Theory: 
A Very Short Introduction, p. 2, 7



Other critical social theorists

1850 1900 1950 2000

Cultural Studies Postcolonialism Critical pedagogy

Feminism Black feminism

Bourdieu Hall Fanon Said Freire Giroux

de Beauvoir Friedan hooks Lourde

Queer theory

Butler

Postmodernism

Foucault Derrida

Critical Race Theory

Bell CrenshawRich



The Taxonomy of Critical Theory

Sim and Van Loon, Introducing Critical Theory, p. 24-25



The Taxonomy of Critical Theory

“Critical Theory” 
= Frankfurt School

“critical theory” = critical social theories

Critical theory resists essentialism (it is hard to define!)



What is critical theory?
“intersectionality”
“White privilege”
“White fragility”
“colorblind racism”
“internalized oppression”
“lived experience”
“heteronormativity”
“gender performativity”
“epistemic injustice”
“cisheteropatriarchy”
“compulsory heterosexuality”
“whiteness”
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What’s in a name?
“intersectionality”
“White privilege”
“White fragility”
“colorblind racism”
“internalized oppression”
“lived experience”
“heteronormativity”
“gender performativity”
“epistemic injustice”
“cisheteropatriarchy”
“compulsory heterosexuality”
“whiteness”

Cultural Marxism

Identity Politics

Critical Race Theory

Neo-Marxism

Intersectionality

Grievance Studies

“Contemporary critical theory”



The central premises of 
contemporary critical theory

Premise I: Social binary
Premise II: Oppression through ideology
Premise III: Lived experience
Premise IV: Social justice
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“For every social group, there is an opposite 
group… the primary groups that we name 
here are: race, class, gender, sexuality, ability 
status/exceptionality, religion, and nationality” 

“Oppression describes a set of policies, 
practices, traditions, norm, definitions, and 
explanations (discourses), which function to 
systematically exploit one social group to the 
benefit of another social group. The group 
that benefits from this exploitation is termed 
the dominant (or agent) group, and the group 
that is exploited is termed the minoritized (or 
target) group…. Sexism, racism, classism, 
ableism, and heterosexism are specific forms 
of oppression” – Sensoy and DiAngelo, Is 
Everyone Really Equal? p. 44, 61

Premise #1: Society is divided into 
oppressed and oppressor groups



Premise #1: Society is divided into 
oppressed and oppressor groups

Sensoy and DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal, p. 64



Premise #1: Society is divided into 
oppressed and oppressor groups

Adams et al, Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice, Appendix C



Premise #1: Society is divided into 
oppressed and oppressor groups

Intersectionality complicates the social binary, but 
doesn’t reverse or erase it.
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“Hegemony refers to the control of the 
ideology of society. The dominant group 
maintains power by imposing their ideology 
on everyone.”

“From a critical social justice 
perspective, privilege is defined as 
systemically conferred dominance and the 
institutional processes by which the beliefs 
and values of the dominant group are ‘made 
normal’ and universal.” – Sensoy and 
DiAngelo, Is Everyone Really Equal? p. 73, 80

Premise #2: Oppression occurs 
through hegemonic power



“oppression also traditionally carries a strong connotation of conquest 
and colonial domination… New left social movements of the 1960s and 
1970s, however, shifted the meaning of the concept of oppression. In its 
new usage, oppression designates the disadvantage and injustice some 
people suffer not because a tyrannical power coerces them, but 
because of the everyday practices of a well-intentioned liberal 
society… Oppression in this sense is structural, rather than the result of 
a few people’s choices or policies. Its causes are embedded in 
unquestioned norms, habits, and symbols.” – Iris Young, “Five Faces of 
Oppression,” Readings for Diversity and Social Justice, p. 36

“Marcuse’s notions of ‘one dimensional thought’…complements the 
critical theory tradition to better understand how hegemony, as 
cultural domination, normalizes and sustains the political/economic 
power of particular historic blocs – the ruling coalition of economic, 
political and cultural elites” – Lauren Langman, “From Domination to 
Liberation: Marcuse, Gramsci, and a Critical Theory of Social 
Mobilization”, p.14, Conference Papers – American Sociological 
Association.

Premise #2: Oppression occurs 
through hegemonic power



“Ideology – the received wisdom – makes current social 
arrangements seem fair and natural. Those in power 
sleep well at night; their conduct does not seem to them 
like oppression” – Richard Delgado, “Storytelling for 
Oppositionists and Others”; in Critical Race Theory, pp 
71-72

Premise #2: Oppression occurs 
through hegemonic power

“This new ideology [of color-blind racism] has become a 
formidable political tool for the maintenance of the racial 
order… the beauty of this new ideology is that it aids in 
the maintenance of white privilege without fanfare, 
without naming those who it subjects and those who it 
rewards.” Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Racism Without Racists, 
p. 3-4



Old white men
~15%

Premise #2: Oppression occurs 
through hegemonic power
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“oppressed groups do have a distinctive 
set of experiences and … are better 
positioned and better equipped for a 
particular kind of epistemic subversion… 
As Mills puts it, ‘Hegemonic [dominant] 
groups characteristically have 
experiences that foster illusory 
perceptions about society’s functioning, 
whereas subordinate groups 
characteristically have experiences that 
(at least potentially) give rise to more 
adequate conceptualizations’” – Medina, 
Epistemology of Resistance, p. 46.

Premise #3: ‘Lived experience’ gives 
oppressed groups privileged access to 
truth



“[We] must learn to privilege [our] own 
perspectives and those of other outsiders, 
understanding that the dominant legal discourse is 
premised upon the claim to knowledge of objective 
truths and the existence of neutral principles. We 
must free ourselves from the mystification 
produced by this ideology. We must learn to trust 
our own senses, feelings, and experiences, and to 
give them authority, even (or especially) in the 
face of dominant accounts of social reality that 
claim universality.” – Charles R. Lawrence III, “The 
Word and The River: Pedagogy as Scholarship as 
Struggle,” in Crenshaw’s CRT, p. 338

Premise #3: ‘Lived experience’ gives 
oppressed groups privileged access to 
truth



“The idea that objectivity is 
best reached only through 
rational thought is a specifically 
Western and masculine way of 
thinking – one that we will 
challenge throughout this 
book.” – Margaret L. Andersen 
and Patricia Hill Collins, 
“Reconstructing Knowledge,” in 
Anderson and Collins, Race, 
Class, and Gender, p. 4-5

Premise #3: ‘Lived experience’ gives 
oppressed groups privileged access to 
truth



Privilege

Internalized oppression Liberatory consciousness

Oppression and epistemology:

Premise #3: ‘Lived experience’ gives 
oppressed groups privileged access to 
truth

Lived 
experience



Premise #3: ‘Lived experience’ gives 
oppressed groups privileged access to 
truth
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Premise #4: Social justice demands 
the liberation of oppressed groups

“Prior to celebrating diversity, we must first 
eliminate intolerance. No matter what form it 
takes or who does it, we must all take action to 
stop intolerance when it happens. Working 
towards a celebration of diversity implies 
working for social justice – the elimination of 
all forms of social oppression… Social injustice 
takes many forms. It can be injustice based on 
a person’s gender, race, ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, or 
economic class.” – Mary McClintock, “How to 
Interrupt Oppressive Behavior,” Readings for 
Diversity and Social Justice, p. 483

Definition of social justice:



“These political times call for renewed 
dialogue about and commitment to the 
politics of liberation…Liberation 
requires a struggle against 
discrimination based on race, class, 
gender, sexual identity, ableism and 
age” – Suzanne Pharr, “Reflections on 
Liberation,” in Adams et. al,. Readings 
for Diversity and Social Justice, p. 450

Premise #4: Social justice demands 
the liberation of oppressed groups



“Gender, race, ethnicity, nation, sexuality, ability, 
and age… reference important knowledge traditions 
among subordinated peoples who oppose the social 
inequalities and social injustices that they 
experience. Such projects aim to address the deep-
seated concerns of people who are subordinated 
within domestic and global expressions or racism, 
sexism, capitalism, colonialism, and similar systems 
of political domination and economic 
exploitation. Whatever the form of oppression they 
experience –race, class, gender, sexuality, age, 
ability, ethnicity, and nation– subordinated groups 
have a vested interest in resisting it.” – Collins, 
Intersectionality as Critical Social Theory, p. 10

Premise #4: Social justice demands 
the liberation of oppressed groups



“Movements for social justice that hold 
on to outmoded ways of thinking and 
acting tend to fail. The roots of visionary 
feminism extend back to the early 
sixties [when] women’s liberation 
movement visionary thinkers were 
dreaming about a radical/revolutionary 
political movement that would… grant 
women civil rights within the existing 
white supremacist capitalist patriarchal 
system while simultaneously working 
to undermine and overthrow the 
system” – bell hooks, Feminism is for 
Everybody, p. 110

Premise #4: Social justice demands 
the liberation of oppressed groups



Premise #4: Social justice demands 
the liberation of oppressed groups



Critical theory is an important and 
influential ideology in today’s culture
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Strength #1. Emphasis on the 
sinfulness of oppression

• “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow's cause.” – Is. 1:17

• “Do not oppress the widow, the fatherless, 
the sojourner, or the poor, and let none of 
you devise evil against another in your 
heart.” – Zech. 7:20

• “Love your neighbor as yourself.” – Mark 
12:30

• “Listen! The wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields which you kept back by 
fraud, cry out, and the cries of the har-
vesters have reached the ears of the Lord of 
hosts” – James 5:4



Strength #2. Focus on structures, 
systems, and norms



Strength #3: Recognition of 
hegemonic power
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Worldview questions

• Who are we?

• What is our fundamental problem as human 
beings?

• What is the solution to our problem?

• What is our primary moral duty?

• What is our purpose in life?



Christianity and critical theory are competing 
worldviews

OPPRESSION LIBERATION

Patriarchy

White supremacy

Heteronormativity

Toxic masculinity

Classism

Ageism

Ableism

Cisgenderism

ACTIVISM

Protest

Resistance

Education

Awareness

Equality

Power reversal

Justice

Diversity

-----

Christianity

Critical theory



Worldview questions

Christianity Critical theory

Who are we? God’s creatures Members of various groups

What is our problem? Sin Oppression

What is the solution? Jesus Liberation

What is our duty? Loving God Liberating the oppressed

What is our purpose? Glorifying God Working for liberation



Critical theory as worldview
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Epistemology

Claim

Evidence

reason,
logic,
argument



Bulverism

Claim

Evidence

reason,
logic,
argument

psychology,
economics,
politics

Motivation/
hidden agenda



Epistemology

Claim

Scripture

reason,
logic,
argument,
exegesis

psychology,
economics,
politics

“internalized 
oppression”

“maintaining 
supremacy”
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Identity and solidarity



Identity and solidarity

Redemption

Sin
Creation
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Christianity as hegemonic 
discourse

Morality

Religion

Sexuality

Gender

etc…
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Moral Asymmetry



Moral Asymmetry

“What makes these quasi-satirical 
generalizations about “white people” 
different from actual racism is, yes, the 
underlying power structure in American 
society. There is no sense of threat associated 
with Jeong making a joke about how white 
people have dog-like opinions. But when 
white people have said the same about 
minorities, it has historically been a pretext 
for violence or justification for exclusionary 
politics.” – Zach Beauchamp, “In Defense of 
Sarah Jeong” Vox, 8/3/18



Biblical commands to particular 
groups
• Never violate God’s universal commands to all 

Christians

• Are based on roles, not on power differentials

• Affirm the legitimacy of authority (Rom. 12, Eph. 
5:21-6:9, Col. 3:18-4:1, Titus 2:1-10, 1 Pet. 2:18-
3:7)

• Do not contradict God’s commands to judge 
impartially (Lev. 19:15, Deut. 1:17, Prov. 20:11)



Christianity and critical theory are 
competing worldviews
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Christ our Black Mother

– Urbana speaker, Christianity Today author, 23K+ Twitter followers

Even though I know in my head that Christ is not a 
white man, I still sometimes continue to experience 
that reality in my heart, body and nonconscious 
perceptions. And though James Cone and others 
have helpfully examined God’s blackness on the 
cross, I’ve been wanting to dive deeper into an 
intersectional exploration that examines both God’s 
blackness and femaleness on the cross, and the ways 
in which God explicitly relates to black women while 
on the cross.

https://www.amazon.com/Cross-Lynching-Tree-James-Cone/dp/1626980055


All Whites are Racist

– Urbana speaker, Christianity Today author, 23K+ Twitter followers



Whiteness 101
“Don’t demand proof of a POC’s lived experience or try to 
counter their narrative with the experience of another POC. The 
experiences and opinions of POC are as diverse as its people. We 
can believe their stories. But keep in mind: just because one POC 
doesn’t feel oppressed, that doesn’t mean systemic, institutional 
racism isn’t real”

“Don’t chastise POCs (or dismiss their message) because they 
express their grief, fear, or anger in ways you deem ‘inappropriate.’ 
Understand that historically, we white people have silenced voices 
of dissent and lament with our cultural idol of ‘niceness.’ Provide 
space for POCs to wail, cuss, or even yell at you. Jesus didn’t hold 
back when he saw hypocrisy and oppression; POCs shouldn’t have 
to either.” 

“Don’t get defensive when you are called out for any of the above. 
When a POC tells you that your words/tone/behavior are 
racist/oppressive/triggering, you stop. Don’t try to explain 
yourself (see #6.) Don’t become passive-aggressive or sarcastic. 
Don’t leave in a huff. (It may be helpful, however, to 
inconspicuously step outside/go to the restroom and take a deep 
breath.) Remain cognizant of the dynamics of white fragility, and 
take note of how it usually shows up in you.”

– Christian racial reconciliation group featured in Christianity Today, 24K+ FB group members



“Raising Kids Who Aren't ***holes 
(formerly Woke Parenting)”

- Christian author who has written for the ERLC, USA Today, etc…, 18K+ Twitter followers

“For white people or people with any other privilege granted 
by societal systems of oppression and supremacy (male 
privilege, abled privilege, cishetero privilege, citizenship 
status privilege, and so on), we act like intent is what matters 
most. We're wrong. ”



White men and nuclear weapons

- Evangelical author, 96K+ Twitter followers



White racial blindness

- Evangelical author, CRU speaker, 86K+ Twitter followers

“ “The greatest problem of all [for whites is] our conditioned 
blindness… we are blind wanderers who need help to see a 
world that functions according to a different set of rules 
than what we’ve been raised with.” (p. 154). ”

“it’s impossible to be complicit with centuries of 
traumatizing oppression without becoming traumatized 
oneself” (p. 72)

“It is particularly important for white Americans to approach 
this subject matter with the right goals in mind. Our goal 
must be sight. Our goal must be transformation. Our goal 
must be a renewed consciousness… we need a revelation 
from Jesus Christ in order to see what the kingdom of God 
is… Let’s pray like the blind man: ‘Lord, help me to see.'”



White racial blindness

- Evangelical author, 16K+ Twitter followers

“my problem as a white man was that I didn’t know how to 
live in skin. This was the poverty of my so-called privilege, 
what kept me from seeing the fullness of the gospel’s power 
for my own life”

“[Implicit bias] was the patterns of whiteness I simply had 
not noticed… Racial blindness was in my DNA”

“Many white people would rather do something to address 
the symptoms we can see than acknowledge our original 
sin. Racism isn’t only a part of who we’ve been. It is, in 
ways we don’t even comprehend, who we are. It has cut to 
our very core, severing soul from body. Which is to say, if we 
are honest with ourselves, we carry the wounds of white 
supremacy in our bodies”

“White people suffer from a malady [called] ‘shriveled-heart 
syndrome.’ It is rooted in the experience of white people 
enslaving black people.”



Whiteness is wickedness
“whiteness is wicked. It is wicked. It's rooted in violence, 
it's rooted in theft, it's rooted in plunder, it's rooted in 
power, in privilege”

“I went into that racist space and did what I was supposed 
to do, tell the truth as a fully embodied BLACK woman… 
[Neither the conference director] nor her racist 
organization are sorry for their mistreatment”

“I’m going in with a mission on two ends: to affirm black 
people and to speak the truth about racism to white 
people. And give them a way of change or 
transformation, repentance from racism through the 
power of the gospel” 

“Me entering into a white racist space is an act of love 
because, and this work is very dangerous. I’m putting my 
life on the line every time I do that. This is not a 
game… My life is actually on the line when I go in. I take 
that risk.”

- Evangelical author, 18K+ Twitter followers



White fragility

- Evangelical author, 23K+ Twitter followers

“[Critical race theory] is a made-up problem. From what I’ve 
seen, a group of mostly white, mostly male Christians decided 
that CRT was becoming a problem in their circles. And they 
created a sufficient-enough stink in blog posts, on Twitter, on 
podcasts and at conferences to make people sit up and 
listen…Now here’s what I think the real issue is: white fragility. 
Yeah? I said it. I think what had happened was some Christians, 
including myself, started using words associated with the social 
sciences such as ‘white fragility’, ‘white supremacy’, 
‘intersectionality’, ‘power’, and other words. So some people 
heard this and thought ‘the enemy is within the gate. To arms! 
To arms!’ Speaking for myself, I find these terms helpful.”



Response to Tim Keller’s NYTimes
article

- Evangelical author, 25K+ Twitter followers
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Advice for dialogue
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Acknowledge and fight racism



Acknowledge and fight racism



Acknowledge and fight racism



Acknowledge and fight racism



Acknowledge and fight racism

“These and other experiences 
colored how I was raised to deal with 
whites, whether Christian or not. 
Just as my father’s experiences 
impacted my perceptions about 
race, so my perceptions will mark 
those of my three sons… This is how 
it works. One generation’s pain and 
fears are passed on to the next… It 
doesn’t mean that we must repeat 
the sins of racism and bigotry of the 
past, but it does mean that they 
impact us in some way” – Dr. Eric 
Mason, Woke Church, p. 77



Acknowledge and fight racism

20% higher response 
rate for whites with 
criminal record 
compared to blacks 
with no criminal record



Acknowledge and fight racism

40% higher 
response rate for 
whites has not 
changed in at 
least three 
decades



Acknowledge and fight racism

16% of whites do 
not approve of 
intermarriage 
between whites 
and blacks



Acknowledge and fight racism

14% of non-
blacks would 
oppose a 
relative marrying 
a black person



Acknowledge and fight racism

28% of Republicans think interracial 
marriage is ‘morally wrong’



Acknowledge and fight racism

34% of white 
Evangelicals 
would oppose 
a close relative 
marrying a 
black person

“Among Evangelicals… we see no evidence of prejudicial attitudes decreasing with 
church attendance.” – Bradley Wright, Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites… and 
Other Lies You’ve Been Told,  p. 170
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Read broadly



Read broadly



Beyond Racial Gridlock, by Dr. 
George Yancey
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Keeping the gospel first for 
Christians

• Is social justice a Christian 
imperative? Does God command it? 
Is it our moral obligation? Is it 
something we ought to do?

• Is the gospel an imperative or an 
indicative? Is it a statement of what 
we ought to do, or what God has 
done in Christ?



Keeping the gospel first for non-
Christians

• What are our moral obligations?

• Have you kept them?
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